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TWO UM FACULTY AFFILIATES
EXPAND ANIMAL TRACKING SYSTEM

MISSOULA-Two brothers who are University of Montana faculty affiliates and who are nioneers
in radiotracking large mammals have received an additional $13,000 grant from the Atomic
Energy Commission to continue their scientific studies.
Grant recipients are Drs. John J. and Frank C. Craighead.

The AEC grant, for a

study entitled "Radiotracking and Telemetering System for Large Western Mammals," will
continue until May 31, 1970.
Radiotracking refers to receiving information by radio waves.

The Craigheads attach

radio transmitters to animals and gather information about the animals’ patterns of
behavior from radio wave "messages."
As the radiotracking system was being perfected, the Craigheads expanded the project
to include other large mammals and birds of prey.
Dr. John J. Craighead is a University of Montana professor of forestry and zoology
and leader of the Montana Cooperative Wildlife Research Unit,

His brother, Dr, Frank C.

Craighead, is a research associate at IJM and an ecology professor at the State University
of New York.
The Environmental Research Institute at Jackson, Wvo., also is cooperating in the
Craigheads’ research projects.
The Craighead brothers launched their study in 1959 when they began an investigation
of the grizzly bear in Yellowstone National Park.

Thev were attempting to determine the

movements, home ranges and population dynamics of the fast-disappearing animals.
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To investigate behavioral patterns of the animals more completely, the Craigheads
attached radiotracking devices to a number of the grizzly.

With the use of receiving

equipment they have been able to "follow" the animals and study their living habits.
fith AEC funding and financial assistance from several other sources, the Craigheads
will expand their project to include the services of an electronic engineer and the
facilities of a campus laboratory.
This will enable University of Montana graduate students to work with the radio
tracking equipment and to do research in animal ecology and behavior throughout the world.
Man's knowledge of animal living habits promises to be substantially increased with the
use of the radiotracking system developed by the Craigheads.
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